
BAPTISM (ACTS 2:37-41, MATTHEW 28:19) 
CONFESSING FAITH PUBLICLY 
Baptism is first step of obedience from a heart that has responded to Jesus Christ in repentance and faith.  
It is the first need of a believer to begin the journey of growth.  There are a lot of ideas in the world today 
about baptism and many of them have nothing to do with what the Bible says about baptism.  Jesus 
commanded his disciples to baptize those who repent and believe (Acts 8:12).  Baptism is an important 
step in the life of the believer that needs to be understood for what it is and is not. 
 
1.  Baptism is a picture that portrays two (2) things: 

His salvation—Jesus died, was buried and rose from the dead to live and rule for all eternity 
(Colossians 2:12). 
Our transformation—we have died to sin and self and been raised to a new life in Jesus Christ 
(Romans 6:4-5). 

2.  Baptism is identification: 
When we are baptized, we signify to the world that we are identifying with Jesus Christ as our 
Savior and Lord, because we are following in his footsteps (Matthew 28:19, Acts 19:5, Galatians 
3:27).  When we are baptized, we are also united with other baptized believers and numbered 
with them, because of our identification together with Christ (Acts 2:41, 1 Corinthians 12:13).  
When we are baptized, we join ourselves to the message of repentance and faith that was taught 
by John the Baptist, Jesus and the early disciples (Mark 1:4, Mark 1:15, Acts 2:38, Acts 19:4-5). 

3.  Baptism is for believers: 
(i.e., those who are already saved) 
Every believer should be baptized, not in order to be saved, but because he or she is saved (John 
14:15, Acts 10:48, Mark 1:9, Acts 18:8). 

4.  Baptism is by immersion: 
The Greek word for baptize means “to dip or immerse.”  The Bible speaks of those who were 
baptized as going down into water (Acts 8:38-39) and coming up out of the water (Matthew 
3:16).  The Bible also speaks of the need for much water in order to baptize (John 3:23).  Other 
“types” of baptism do not clearly show the picture of death, burial and resurrection and are 
inadequate for a public confession of faith in Jesus Christ. 

5.  Baptism does not save: 
There is no passage in the Bible which conveys the idea that “unless you are baptized you cannot 
be saved.”  There are passages in the Bible which teach salvation is impossible apart from 
repentance (Luke 13:3) and faith (John 3:18).  There are also many passages in the Bible which 
speak of salvation quite apart from baptism (Acts 16:31; Ephesians 2:8; Titus 3:5; John 3:16, 1 
Corinthians 1:14).  Paul clearly taught that baptism was something separate from the gospel, 
which proclaimed the way of salvation (1 Corinthians 1:14-17).  The Scripture also teaches that 
Jesus did not baptize, but he pronounced many people forgiven without baptism (John 4:2, 
Matthew 9:2).  On a practical note, the Bible says that a man faces judgment after death (Hebrews 
9:27).  The thief on the cross beside Jesus seems to indicate that God does not prevent repentance 
just prior to death.  If baptism were required to complete salvation, then those who are near death 
in hospitals would have no hope of salvation.  The same would hold true for soldiers fighting on 
the battlefield or people facing a plane crash or sinking boat or any number of circumstances 
where death is immanent.  The Bible indicates that faith is possible as long as we have breath. 

6.  Baptism is not for babies: 
There is no example of babies being baptized in the Bible.  Repentance and belief are necessary 
conditions for baptism (Matthew 3:6; Acts 18:8) and babies are incapable of exercising 
repentance and belief (faith).  New Testament “baptism” is not the equivalent of Old Testament 
“circumcision,” because the promise of salvation comes through “faith” and not “law” (Romans 
4:12-16). 


